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STRUCTURE 2
Session 5 Impersonal ‘It’ & IntroductorySession 5 Impersonal It  & Introductory 

‘There’ (200 min)

Mohammad Thoyibi

Introduction
1. X: Pukul berapa sekarang? 

Y: Pukul 07:00
2. Tolong bukalah jendelanya? Di dalam panas sekali. 
3. X: Berapa jarak dari Solo ke Yogya? 

Y: 60 kilometer
4. Jangan berenang terlalu jauh. Sebentar lagi gelombang pasang.
5. Tolong jangan gaduh. Sedang ada pertemuan.
6. Ada konser musik klasik di auditorium tadi malam.
7. Akan ada pementasan wayang kulit di balai kota nanti malam.
8 Ketika saya tiba, sudah banyak tamu di dalam ruang itu.
9. Jangan menyerah. Pasti ada jalan keluar dari segala permasalahan.
10.Menginvestasikan uang pada usaha itu kedengarannya menjanjikan.

1. What time is it? It is seven o’clock
2. Open the window, please. It is very hot inside
3. How far is it from Solo to Yogya? It is sixty kilometers.
4. Don’t swim too far. It is high tide soon. 
5. Don’t be noisy. There is a meeting now.
6. There was a classic music concert in the auditorium last night.
7. There will be a shadow-puppet performance in the city hall tonight.
8. When I arrived, there had been many guests in the room.
9. Don’t give up. There must be a way out of all problems.
10. It sounds promising to invest the money in that business.

It

Personal

Impersonal

To represent a thing or an 
animal whose sex is 
unidentified

To express time, distance, 
th t t tid

p
weather, temperature, tide

It as a personal pronoun
• normally used of a thing or an animal whose sex we do not know, and 

sometimes of a baby or small child

1. I have a dog. It has a long tail. I always feed it every day. When a stranger 
passes my house, it always barks and wags its tail.

2. Look at that bird. It always comes to my window. y y
3. Her new baby is tiny. It only weighs two kilos.
4. Where's my map? I left it on the table. 

• I me my. . . mine
• You you your . . . yours
• He him his . . . his
• She her her . . . hers
• It it its . . . . ..
• We us our . . ours
• You you your . . . yours
• They them their . .. theirs



4/3/2013

2

It as Impersonal
Used in expressions of time, distance, weather, temperature, tide:

1. What time is it? ~ It is six.
2. What's the date? ~ It's the third of March.
3. How far is it to York? ~ It is 400 kilometres.
4. How long does it take to get there? ~ It depends on how you go.
5. It is raining/snowing/freezing. It's frosty. It's a fine night.
6. It's full moon tonight. In winter it's/it is dark at six o 'clock.
7. It is hot/cold/quid/noisy in this room.
8. It's high tide/low tide. 

Note also:
1. It's/It is three years since I saw him =
2. I haven't seen him for three years. 

• to introduce 'cleft sentences’:
1. It was Peter who lent us the money, (not Paul)
2. It's today that he's going, (not tomorrow) 
it is used even with a plural noun:
1. It's pilots that we need, not ground staff. 
2 It’s not your fault; it’s I who am to blame2. It s not your fault; it s I who am to blame.

• Used in a sentence whose subject is infinitive or clause:
1. It is easy to criticize instead of

To criticize is easy.
2. It is better to be early instead of

To be early is better.
3 It seems a pity to give up now instead of3. It seems a pity to give up now instead of

To give up now seems a pity.
4. It's certain that prices will go up. 

That prices will go up is certain. 
5. It's odd that he hasn't phoned.

That he hasn't phoned is odd.
6. It never occurred to me that perhaps he was lying.

It struck me that everyone was unusually silent.

There
• There as adverb of place
• Will his mother be there?
• He says that Ann may be there.
• He hopes that Tom will be there.
• He wasn't there, and she wasn’t there, either.
• They don't have earthquakes there.

• When there is a will, there is a way.
• There is enough salt in it.
• There's a new road to the motorway. They opened it yesterday.
• Now it's starting to rain. There's nowhere to shelter, and you haven't 

got an umbrella.
• There are accidents every day at these crossroads.
• There's a snake in that basket.
• There won't be time, will there?
• There used to be trees here.
• There . . . eggs for breakfast tomorrow?

Exercises
1. ... ... not any glass in the windows; that is why . . . . . . so cold in the room.
2. ... ... very wet yesterday; ... ... impossible to go out.
3. ... ...a lot of rain last week. ... ... floods everywhere.
4. ... ...a thick fog last night. ... ... several accidents on the motorway.
5. ... ... foolish to drive fast when ... ... foggy.
6. ... ... difficult to find your way round this town. . . . . . . so many streets all 

l ki tl liklooking exactly alike.
7. Come on, children! ... ... time to get up! ... ... nearly breakfast time.
8. . .. . .. ... lunch time when we get to York, so let's have lunch there.~
9. No, ... ... not be time for lunch because our train to Edinburgh leaves York at 

13.15.
10. ... ...a funny smell here. ... ... turpentine?
11. ... ...all sorts of stories about Robin Hood, but ... ... not known exactly who 

he was or what he did.
12. ... ... said that if you break a mirror you'll be unlucky for seven years.
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1. As he had very bad sight ... ... difficult for him to recognize people.
2. 'Can I have a Telegraph, please?' said the customer.
3. I'm afraid ... ... not any left,' said the newsagent. 'But . . . . . . a Guardian on 

the rack beside you. Why not take that? ... ... just as good.'
4. ... ... not necessary to carry your passport everywhere with you but ... ... 

advisable to carry some document of identity.
5. ... ...a guard outside the door and ... ... bars on the windows. ... ...5. ... ...a guard outside the door and ... ... bars on the windows. ... ... 

impossible to escape.
6. ... ...a garage behind the hotel? ~Yes, but ... ... rather full. I don't think ... ... 

room for your car.
7. One night . . . . . . a heavy fall of snow which blocked all the roads.
8. Luckily ... ... plenty of food in the house.
9. ... ...a hotel in the village, so we decided to stay there.
10. . . . . . . a charming village and I was very happy there, but my children were 

bored because ... ... nothing to do in the evenings.

1. ... ... five flats in the building—one on each floor. Mine's on the top floor. . . . 
. . . no lift but ... ... supposed to be good for the figure to run up and down 
stairs, . . . . . .?

2. ... ...a pity you haven't another bedroom. ~
3. Yes, but ... ... quite a big loft, which I am thinking of turning into a bedroom. . 

. . . . . a skylight so ... ... not . . . a ventilation problem.
4. ... ...all sorts of legends about these caves. ... ... said that smugglers hid 

their goods here and that . . . . . . an underground passage leading to the 
village inn.

5. Tell me something about King Lear. ~ . .. . .. the story of a king who divided 
his kingdom between his daughters. ... ... foolish to give away your property 
like that. . . . . . . never certain that your family will behave generously to you 
in return.


