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STRUCTURE 2
Session 8 Noun Clause (100 min)

Mohammad Thoyibi

My problem is running.

My problem is running 
S P

My problem is running
S P C

So what is your problem?  Is “running” your problem?So what is your problem? 

The problem is that I don’t like running

The problem is that I don’t like running

S P C

Is  running  your problem?

Noun Clause that functions as a complement

Q: When did the Javanese build SukuhTemple?
A: I don’t know. 

I don’t know when the Javanese built SukuhTemple.

Q: What is her name?

A: I have no idea. 

I have no idea what her name is.

X: Was she alright?
Y: What did you ask me? 

X: I asked you . . .

I asked you if she was alright.

I asked you whether she was alright.

1. Where was Mataram Palace located?

Where Mataram Palace was located

2. Can we still see the palace?

If/whether we can still see the palace

3. SukuhTemple keeps some mysteries

Question
Noun Clause

Question

Noun Clause

Statement

That  SukuhTemple keeps some mysteries

4. Whom was she talking to?

Whom she was talking to

5. Who wrote the notice?

Who wrote the notice

Noun Clause

Question
Noun Clause

Question

???

Derived from Conjunction Function Examples 

1. Statement 
“Coffee grows 

in Brazil”

that subject That coffee grows in Brazil is well known to 
all

Subject It is well known that coffee grows in Brazil

Noun Clause  1

after it

Subjective 
complement

My understanding is that coffee grows in 
Brazil

Object of 
verb

I know that coffee grows in Brazil

Appositive His belief that coffee grows in Brazil is 
correct

Derived from Conjunction Function Examples 

2. Yes/No 
Question

“Will he get 
the money?”

Whether,
Whether or 
not,
If

subject Whether (or not) he will get the money 
doesn’t concern me

Noun Clause  2

Subjective
complement

The question is whether (or not) he will get 
the money

Object of 
verb

Do you know whether (or if) he will get the 
money

Object of 
preposition

We were concerned about whether he 
would get the money
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Derived from Conjunction Function Examples 

3. Interrogative 
Word 
Question

“How will he 
t th  

Who/whom,
What,
Which,
When,
Wh

subject How he will get the money is his own affair

Subjective
complement

The question is how he will get the money

Noun Clause 3 

get the 
money?”

Where,
Why,
Whose,
How,

Object of 
verb

I don’t know how he will get the money

Object of 
preposition

We were concerned about how he would 
get the money

Derived from Conjunction Function Examples 

4. Request
“Write the 
letter soon”

That Object of 
verb

He suggested that I write the letter soon

5. Exclamation What, Object of I hadn’t realized what a pretty girl she was

Noun Clause 4

5. Exclamation 
“What a pretty 
girl she is!”

What,
How 

Object of 
verb

I hadn t realized what a pretty girl she was

We talked about what a pretty girl she 
was

Object of 
preposition

Derived From Embedded in Examples

Statement “She 
bought a new 
house”

a statement
a yes/no Quest
a QW Quest
a request

I heard that she bought a new house
Do you know that she bought a new house?
How do you know that she bought a new house?
Tell them that she bought a new house

Yes/no Quest 
“Did she write 

a statement Whether or not she wrote the story is not 
important to me

Noun Clause in Embedded Construction

Did she write 
the story?” a yes/no Quest

a QW Quest

a request

important to me
Do you have any idea whether or not she wrote 
the story?
Why do you care whether or not she wrote the 
story?
Please let me know whether or not she wrote the 
story

QW Quest 
“Why was he 
angry?”

a statement
a yes/no Quest
a QW Quest
a request

I have no idea why she was angry
Did he tell you why he was angry?
Why did he tell her why he was angry?
Find out why he was angry

1. What are you talking about?

2. Where did he live?

3. When did she arrive?

4. Why was she absent?

5. Which do you like most?

6. Who drove the car?

7. Whom did she borrow the money from?

Wh  ll h  i  it?8. Whose cell-phone is it?

9. How did she get there?

I don’t know . . .

I’d like to know . . .

Do you have any idea . . . ?

Can I ask you . .  . ?

Please tell me . . .

1. Are you talking about our plan?

2. Did he live in town?

3. Is she at her room?

4. Will you help us?

5. Can you answer the question?

6. May I use the phone?

7. Must I return the book tomorrow?

H   h d th  ?8. Have you heard the news?

9. Shall I write the article in English?

What  I want to know  is . . .

I’ve been wondering . . .

Will you let me know . . . ?

Please tell me . . .

IDENTIFY THE NOUN CLAUSE
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IDENTIFY THE NOUN CLAUSE


