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STRUCTURE 2
Session 9‐10 Adverbial Clause (200 min)

Mohammad Thoyibi

Adverbial

of Time

of Cause

of Place

of  Contrast

of Result

While he was walking home, he saw an accident

She lives where the Johnsons used to live

We couldn’t meet the deadline, although we 
worked day and night
They had to move because their building was 
to be torn down

She is so emotional that every little thing upsets 
clauses:

of Comparison

of Result

of Purpose

of Condition

of Manner

her

He decided to take a trip around the world (in 
order) that he might learn about different 
people and their customs

Unless it rains, we’ll go to the beach tomorrow

They all treat him as if he were a king

The new machine is just as efficient as  the old one (was)

Adverbial Clause of Time

1. You may begin when(ever) you are ready

2. While he was walking home, he saw an accident.

3. They have become very snobbish since  they moved into their expensive apartment.

4. Shut all the windows before you go out.

5. After she finished dinner, she went right to bed.

6. Until Mr. Mubarak got a promotion in the company, I had never noticed him.

7. We’ll do nothing further in the matter till we hear from you.

8. As he was walking in the park, he noticed a very pretty girl crying.

9. I’ll go to the post office as soon as I wrap this package.

10. You may keep my book as long as you need it.

11. Now (that) the time has arrived for his vacation, he doesn’t want to leave.

12. Once she makes up her mind, she never changes it.

Adverbial Clause of Place

1. She lives where the Johnsons used to live.

2. Only fools rush in where angels fear to tread

3. They sat down wherever they could find empty seats.

4. She goes wherever he goes.

5 He sat  not right where he always sits  but a short distance away5. He sat, not right where he always sits, but a short distance away.

6. Wherever there is trouble, a woman is involved.

7. Where there is a will, there is a way.

8. Where there is poverty, there we find discontent and unrest.

Adverbial Clause of Contrast: Concessive

1. We couldn’t meet the deadline, although we worked day and night.

2. Though he had always preferred blondes, he married a brunette.

3. Even though she disliked the movies, she went with her husband to please him.

4. Although he married a brunette, he had always preferred blondes.

5. While he admitted stealing the money, he denied doing any harm to the owner.

6. While I don’t like the artist personally, I admire his works.

7. Even if he’s unreliable in times, he’s still the best for the job.

Although it may seem incredible, it is nevertheless true.

Even though he felt he might not succeed in his new business, still (or yet) he decided 
to take a chance.

Though he had studied very  hard for the examination, he failed anyhow.

Adverbial Clause of Contrast: Adversative

1. While Robert is friendly with everyone, his brother makes very few friends.

2. Where the former governor had tried to get the cooperation of the local chiefs, the 
new governor aroused their hostility by his disregard for their opinions.

3. Soccer is a popular spectator sport in England, whereas in the United States it is  
football that attracts large audiences.

4 He claims to be a member of the royal family when in fact his family were 4. He claims to be a member of the royal family when in fact his family were 
immigrants.

5. Some newspapers carry many advertisements, whereas others have none at all.

6. Some people delight in doing good, while others take pleasure in doing evil.
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Abridgment of Clauses of Contrast

1. Although (he is) only a child, he works as hard as an adult.

2. Although (he is) very young, he works as hard as an adult.

3. Although (he was) in a hurry, he stopped to help the blind man cross the 
street.

4. IAlthough (he is) working long hours, he manages to find time for relaxation.4 g ( ) g g , g

5. Although (she was) hired as a bookkeeper, she also does secretarial work.

6. Although he was ill, he managed to look cheerful.

Cf.: 

a. He was ill but (or yet) he managed to look cheerful.

b. He was ill; however, he managed to look cheerful.

c. In spite of  (or regardless) his illness, he managed to look cheerful.

d. In spite of being ill, he managed to look cheerful.

Adverbial Clause of Cause
Conjunctions Examples

Because They had to move because their building was to be torn 
down.

Since Since he couldn’t take his wife with him, he decided not 
to go to the conference.

As As he was in a hurry, he hailed the nearest cab.

Now (that) Now (that) he’s inherited his father’s money, he doesn’t 
have to work any morehave to work any more.

Whereas Whereas a number of the conditions in the contract have 
not been met, our company has decided to cancel the 
contract.

Inasmuch as Inasmuch as every effort is being made to improve the 
financial condition of this company, the term of the loan 
will be extended.

As (or so) long as As long as it’s raining, I won’t go out tonight.

On the ground(s) 
that

His application for the job was rejected on the ground 
that he had falsified some of the information.

Alternate S-P Structures Expressing Cause
Cases Examples

Coordinate clause Mr. Jones did not try to advance himself professionally, 
for he was an extremely timid person.

Prepositional 
phrase with noun

On account of his extreme timidity,  Mr. Jones did not try 
to advance himself professionally.

Prepositional 
phrase with gerund

On account of his being extremely timid, Mr. Jones did 
not try to advance himself professionally.

Participial phrase Being extremely timid  Mr  Jones did not try to advance Participial phrase Being extremely timid, Mr. Jones did not try to advance 
himself professionally.

Absolute 
construction

Mr. Jones being an extremely timid person, he did not 
try to advance himself professionally.

Adjective clause Mr. Jones, who was an extremely timid person, did not try 
to advance himself professionally.

Appositive noun 
phrase

An extremely timid person, Mr. Jones did not try to 
advance himself professionally.

Appositive 
adjective phrase

Extremely timid, Mr. Jones did not try to advance himself 
professionally.

Adverbial Clause of Result

Conjunctions Examples

So + adjective + that She is so emotional that every little thing upsets 
her.

So + adverb + that She behaves so emotionally that we knew 
something terrible had upset her.

Such  a + singular countable This is such an ugly chair that I am going to give 
noun + that it away.

Such  + plural countable noun + 
that

These are such ugly chairs that I am going to 
give them away.

Such  + non-countable noun + 
that

This is such ugly furniture that I am going to give 
it away.

So (that) They spent their vacation at the seashore, so 
(that) when they came home they were quite tan.

Adverbial Clause of Purpose

Conjunctions Examples

(in order)  that He decided to take a trip around the world (in order) that he 
might learn about different people and their customs.

So  (that) The flowers will be delivered as late in the evening as possible so 
(that) they will be fresh for the party.

In the hope that They are working night and day in the hope that they can finish 
the building at the scheduled timethe building at the scheduled time.

To the end that To the end that justice may be served, the defendant will be 
offered every opportunity to establish his innocence

Lest (formal) He told his wife as little as possible, lest she spread (or should 
spread) the news all over the town.

For fear  that For fear that any of the children might (or should) get lost, the 
camp forbade them to go beyond a certain point.

Cases Examples

Present time He is saving his money so that he may (or can) take a long 
vacation

Past time He was saving his money so that he might (or could)  take a long 
vacation. 

Purpose He’s sitting in the front row so (that) he may hear every word of 
the lecture  

Comparing Cases

the lecture. 

Result He sat in the front row so (that) he heard every word of the 
lecture.

Infinitive phrase They went to the box office early (in order) to buy the best seats.

Prepositional 
phrase with 

gerund

They went to the box office early for the purpose of buying the 
best seats
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Adverbial Clause of Condition
Conjunctions Examples

If
If only 

If I see him, I’ll invite him to our party tomorrow.
She would forgive her husband everything, if only he would come back to her.

Even if Even if I had known about the meeting, I couldn’t have come

Unless (= if ….not) Unless it rains, we’ll go to the beach tomorrow.

In the event that In the event that the performance was called off, I’ll let you know at once

In case In case a robbery occurs in the hotel, the management must be notified at 
once.

Provided (that) or 
providing (that)

We will be glad to go with you to the theater tonight provided (that) we can 
get a baby-sitter.

On condition (that) The company will agree to arbitration on condition (that) the strike is called 
off at once.

As (or so) long as As (or so) long as someone was willing to treat her, she would go to the 
movies.

Suppose (that) or 
supposing (that)

Suppose (that) your house burns down, do you have enough insurance to cover 
such a loss?

Whether … or 
(whether)

Whether she is at home or (whether) she visits others, she always has her 
knitting with her

Cases Examples

A predicate noun If (it is) a success, the experiment could lead the way to many 
others

A predicate adjective If (he is) still alive, he must be at least ninety years.

A prepositional 
phrase

If (it is) out of question, please let me know.
I will go if (it is) only for a few moments.

Abridgment of Clauses of Condition

A present participle If (he is) meeting with too many unexpected difficulties, he will 
abandon the project.

A past participle If (it is) carefully done, the experiment should be very successful

Cf.:

If so The rumor may be true; if so (=if the rumor is true), he will be in 
trouble with the government.

If not We must pay our taxes; if not (=if we do not pay our taxes), 
we will be in trouble with the government.

Conjunction Examples

Except that (occasionally 
excepting that)

The building will have already been finished except that a 
trucking strike had delayed delivery of some materials

But that (formal) But that his assailant’s pistol filed to fire, he would surely be 
dead now.

Save that (formal) 
(occasionally saving that)

Save that he lapsed into vulgarity every now and then, he 
had great appeal to his genteel women readers

Clauses of Exception (Negative Condition)

(occasionally saving that) had great appeal to his genteel women readers.

Only (that) This antique vase is in very good condition, only that there is 
a little crack near the top.

Beyond that The police could get nothing out of the boy beyond that he 
had become separated from his mother in the crowd.

Other than (the fact) 
that

Other than (the fact) that  he is now in good financial 
condition, I have no news to report.

Adverbial Clause of Manner

Conjunctions Examples

As if They all treat him as if he were a king

As though He walked around as though he was in a daze.

As She always does as her husband tells her.

Just as if They all treat him just as if he were a king

Exactly as She always does exactly as her husband tells her

Cf.:

Indicative * He looks as if he needs help

He looks as if he hasn’t slept for a week

Subjunctive* He looks (or looked, has always looked) as if he needed sleep

He looks (or looked, has always looked) as if  he hadn’t slept for a 
week.

* Note: Indicative is used if the speaker is certain about the statement; 
the past subjunctive is used if the speaker is doubtful about the 
statement.

Cases Examples

A predicate noun As though (he were) still the king, Lear demanded all the 
privileges of majesty.

A predicate adjective He left the room as though (he were) angry.

A prepositional 
phrase

His illness disappeared as if (it was) by magic.

Abridgment of Clauses of Manner

A past participle Everything went off just as (it was) planned.

An infinitive He opened his mouth as if (he were) to speak.

Cf.:

She plays with him as if a cat (plays) with a mouse
He treats his wife as if (he would treat) a child.

As (it) usually happens, I can’t find my glasses.
As (it was) expected, his speech was full of fancy talk that 
amounted to nothing.

Adverbial Clause of Comparison
Conjunctions Examples

As + adj./adv.+ as The new machine is just as efficient as  the old one (was)

So + adj./adv. + as The new machine works just as efficiently as the old one (did)

Adj./adv. + er + than The new machine is more efficient than the old one (was).

More + adj./adv. + 
than

The new machine works more efficiently than the old one 
(did)

Less + adj./adv. + than The new machine is less expensive than the old one (was).

Cf.:

More, less This house cost more (money)  than I had expected

Much, many, little, 
few

Take as  many books as you need

The new machine works the same as the old one (does)

He charged me the same as (he did) last year.

She is never so beautiful as (she is) when she is angry.

His mind is never so sharp as (it is ) in the morning

You cannot put he plant in a better location than (you can) 
right here
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