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STRUCTURE 2
Session 2 Gerund Infinitive and PresentSession 2 Gerund, Infinitive, and Present 

Participle (200 min)

Mohammad Thoyibi

Introduction
1. Dia dimasukkan ke dalam daftar tunggu
2. Berenang di laut itu berbahaya
3. Merawat anak-anak memerlukan kesabaran
4. Hobinya melukis
5. Dia berbicara tentang peningkatan kualitas sumber daya manusia
6. Kami tertarik untuk mengkaji perkembangan mutakhir pendidikan di

I d iIndonesia.
7. Jangan segera tidur setelah makan
8. Dia pergi tanpa mengucapkan selamat berpisah
9. Rumputnya perlu dipotong
10.Jendelanya perlu dicuci
11.Kamarnya perlu dibersihkan
12.Dia menjadi terbiasa menggunakan komputer.

1. He was included in the waiting-list. 
2. To swim in the sea is dangerous. Swimming in the sea is dangerous. It is 

dangerous to swim in the sea.
3. To look after children requires patience. Looking after children requires 

patience. It requires patience to look after children.
4. His hobby is painting.
5. She talked about improving the quality of human resource.
6 We are interested in studying the recent development of education in6. We are interested in studying the recent development of education in 

Indonesia.
7. Do not sleep immediately after eating.
8. He left without saying good-bye.
9. The grass needs cutting. (to be cut)
10.The window needs washing. (to be washed)
11.The room needs cleaning. (to be cleaned)
12.He gets used to using a computer.

Introduction # 2
1. She ought not …too much to prevent from gaining weight. (eat/ eats/ to eat/ 

eating)
2. He was accustomed . . .with computers. (work/ to work/ working/ to working)
3. The mother made her son . . .all the housework. (do/ does/ doing/ to do/ did)
4. We saw the girl . . .the road. (cross/ to cross/ crossed/ to crossing)
5. The general used . . .in this restaurant. (eat/ eating/ to eat/ ate)
6. After having a series of medical problem, he stopped . . .. (to smoke/ g p , pp (

smoke/ smoking/ to smoking)
7. There won’t . . .enough room for everyone. (be/ to be/ is/ being)
8. It’s all free of charge. You don’t have . . .anything. (pay/ to pay/ paying/ 

paid)
9. The roof is leaking. You need to have somebody . . .it. (mend/ to mend/ 

mending/ mended)
10. . . .what to say, she kept silent. (Didn’t know/ Not to know/ Not knowing/ Not 

known)

Infinitive with to/
Full Infinitive/
V to
“to work”

As subject of a sentence

To replace a relative clause

(For verbs taking object + infinitive, see 244.
For verbs taking infinitive or gerund, see chapter 25.)

As complement of a sentence

After certain verbs

After certain auxiliaries

Infinitive

Infinitive without to/
Bare Infinitive/
V Ø
“work”

After modal auxiliaries

After verbs of sensation

In  active causative

In certain construction

Infinitive as subject of a sentence
1. It is easy to criticize

To criticize is easy.
2. It is better to be early

To be early is better.
3. It seems a pity to give up now

To give up now seems a pity.
4. It sounds promising to invest money in the business.p g y

To invest money in the business sounds promising.
6. It was unforgivable to have made the mistake twice.

To have made the same mistake twice was unforgivable. 
7. It is better to have loved and lost than never to have loved at all.
8. It appears advisable to compromise.
9. It seemed impossible to save money. 
10 Would it be safe to camp here?
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Infinitive as complement of a sentence

1. His plan is to keep the affair secret.
2. The main assignment is to prepare a product presentation.
3. Your job is to serve the clients.
4. The most difficult thing to do is to be honest to oneself.
5. My main concern is to prevent the children from the negative effects of the 

technologytechnology.
6. Her obsession was to be a well-known novel writer.

Infinitive after certain verbs
agree** be determined* pretend* aim endeavour proceed appear* fail 
promise* arrange** forget* prove* ask** guarantee* refuse attempt happen* 
remember * bother (negative) hesitate resolve** care (negative) hope seem* 
choose learn* swear* claim** long tend condescend manage threaten* 
consent neglect trouble (negative) decide** offer try ( = attempt) decline 
plan undertake* demand** prepare volunteer determine** be prepared vow

1. They agreed to give us access to the resources
2. She promised not to do such a foolish thing again
3. The asked him to wait till dark.
4. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need help.
5. She refused to tell the truth about the money.

Infinitive after certain verbs + Object
advise entitle forbid show how
allow force oblige teach/teach how
bribe order tell/tell how
command implore permit tempt
compel induce persuade train
enable instruct remind urge
encourage invite request warn

1. They advised him to wait.
2. I urged her to try again 
3. These glasses will enable you to see in the dark.
4. She encouraged me to try again.
5. They forbade her to leave the house or
6. She was forbidden to leave the house, (more usual)
7. Nothing would induce me to do business with them.
8. They persuaded us to go with them.
9. They are training these dogs to sniff out drugs.
10.He showed me how to change a fuse. 
11.He told me how to replace a fuse. 

After the first/second etc. and after the last + subject pronoun + verb
1. He was the last man who left the ship

He was the last man to leave the ship 
2. She was the only one who understood the subject

She is the only one who understands the subject
S

To replace a relative clause #1

She was the only one to understand the subject 
3. He was the first man who lived in this place

He was the first man to live in this place
Cf. the subject of a passive verb
1. He was the first man that was found alive in the crash

He was the first man to be found alive in the crash
2. She was the last person that was interrogated

She was the last person to be interrogated

To replaces a verb + relative pronoun that implies a purpose or permission:
1. He has a lot of books that he can/must read 

He has a lot of books to read
2. She had something that she could do/had to do 

She had something to do
3 They need a garden they can play in

To replace a relative clause #2

3. They need a garden they can play in 
They need a garden to play in

4. I have some stories that I can tell you 
I have some stories to tell you 

5. The first man that we must see is Tom
The first man to see is Tom =

Cf. The first man to see me was Tom =
The first man who saw me was Tom.

Certain Auxiliaries + Infinitive
To express discontinued habit or past situation (used to)
• The major used to eat in this restaurant.
• We used to visit this place when we were children.
• She used to travel by herself.
• She usedn’t to like Tom but she quite likes him now.

To express advisability (ought to)
• They ought to lock the door to prevent from theft
• She oughtn’t tell him a lie.
• You ought to have taken the earlier train
To express obligation (have to)
• She has to spend the night here because of the bad weather
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Be + Infinitive
To convey orders or instructions:
No one is to leave this building without the permission of the police.
(no one must leave)
He is to stay here till we return, (he must stay)
We are to wait till he comes
To convey a plan:
She is to be married next monthShe is to be married next month.
The expedition is to start in a week's time. 
The Prime Minister is to make a statement tomorrow. 
Prime Minister to make statement tomorrow. Past forms:
He was to go. (present infinitive)
He was to have gone. (perfect infinitive) for an unfulfilled plan,
The Lord Mayor was to have laid the foundation stone but he was taken ill last 

night so the Lady Mayoress is doing it instead.

• С First, second or third person suggestions with suggest or propose
• suggest (+ possessive adjective) + gerund, or suggest that + subject + present tense/should.
• propose is used in exactly the same way but is slightly more formal than suggest.
• In the active, suggest + should + infinitive is more formal than suggest + a present or past tense.
• / suggest (your) selling it.
• We suggest that you should sell it. (formal)
• / propose that the secretary sends in/should send in a report, (formal)
• I propose that a report (should) be sent in. (formal) that . . . should is necessary in the passive. With should 

b it ibe it is
• possible in formal English to omit the should, leaving the be alone, as shown above.
• D Suggestions in indirect speech Suggestions can be reported by:
• suggest/suggested (+ possessive adjective) + gerund, or suggest that + subject + present tense/should, 

or
• suggested that + subject + past tense/should, or suggest (any tense) + noun/pronoun:
• Tom suggests/suggested (our) having a meeting.
• Ann suggests that he sells/should sell his house.
• Ann suggested that he sold/should sell it.
• Mr Jones suggested a meeting. (For suggestions with let's, see also 322.)
• 28 The subjunctive
• 290 Form
• A The present subjunctive has exactly the same form as the infinitive; therefore the present subjunctive of to be is

• Verbs of command, request, invitation and 
advice, e.g. advise, ask, beg, command, 
encourage, implore, invite,

• order recommend remind request tell• order, recommend, remind, request, tell, 
urge, warn, can be followed directly by the 
person addressed (without to) +

• infinitive:
• . (See 244.)

• Have to
• Ought to
• Used to
• To be to

Be about + Infinitive
To express the immediate future:
They are about to start. (They are just going to start/They are on
the point of starting.) just can be added to make the future even more 

immediate:
They are just about to leave. Similarly in the past:
He was just about to dive when he saw the sharkHe was just about to dive when he saw the shark.

had better + bare infinitive
• had here is an unreal past; the meaning is present or future:
• I had/I'd better ring him at once/tomorrow. (This would be a good
• thing to do/the best thing to do.) The negative is formed with not after 

better:
• You had better not miss the last bus. (It would be unwise to miss it,
• or I advise/warn you not to miss it )• or I advise/warn you not to miss it.)
• Hadn 't you better ask him first? =
• You had better fly. (It would be best for you to fly, or I advise
• you to fly.)
• He said, 'I'd better hurry' = He said (that) he 'd better hurry.
• He said, 'Ann had better hurry' = He said (that) Ann had better hurry.
• He said, 'You'd better hurry' = He said (that) I'd better hurry or
• He advised me to hurry.
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• Infinitives after dare
• Negatives and interrogative forms with do/did are in theory followed by 

the infinitive with to, but in practice the to
• is often omitted:
• He doesn 't dare (to) say anything.
• Did he dare (to) criticize my arrangements? dare I/he/you? etc and dareDid he dare (to) criticize my arrangements? dare I/he/you? etc. and dare 

not forms take the infinitive without to:
• Dare we interrupt? They dared not move. When dare is preceded by 

nobody, anybody etc. the to is optional:
• Nobody dared (to) speak.

Verb + how/what/when/where/which/why + infinitive

• ask, decide, discover, find out, forget, know, learn, remember, see ( =
• understand/perceive), show + object, think, understand, want to know, 

wonder:
• He discovered how to open the safe.
• I found out where to buy fruit cheaply.
• I didn't know when to switch the machine off.
• I showed her which button to press.
• She couldn’t think what to say.
• You needn’t decide yet whether to study arts or science.
• He couldn't remember whether to turn left or right.
• She learnt to trust nobody = She found from experience that it was better to 

trust nobody.

• 243 The infinitive after verb or verb + object
• A The most important verbs which can be used in either of these ways are 

ask, beg, expect, would hate, help,
• intend, like (= think wise or right), would like (= enjoy), would love, 

mean, prefer, want, wish:
• He likes to eat well.
• He likes his staff to eat well.
• I want to ride. I want, you to ride too.
• В ask and beg
• ask + infinitive has a different meaning from ask + object + infinitive:
• / asked, to speak to Mrs Jones =
• I said, 'Could I speak to Mrs Jones?' but
• / asked Bill to speak to her =
• I said, 'Bill, would you speak to her?'
• With beg there is a similar difference, though beg is not often followed 

directly by the infinitive:
/ b d (t b ll d) t I id 'Pl l t '

244 The infinitive after verb + object A The most important of these are: advise 
forbid make (b) show how allow force oblige teach/teach how bribe hear (b) 
order tell/tell how command implore permit tempt compel induce persuade 
train enable instruct remind urge encourage invite request warn entitle let 
(b) see (b) watch (b) feel (b) (b) here means 'bare infinitive'. (See 246.)

advise, allow and permit can also be used with gerunds. (For verbs of 
k i d thi ki 245 )knowing and thinking, see 245.)

В Examples of verb + object + infinitive:
These glasses will enable you to see in the dark.
She encouraged me to try again.
They forbade her to leave the house or
She was forbidden to leave the house, (more usual)
Nothing would induce me to do business with them.
They persuaded us to go with them.
They are training these dogs to sniff out drugs.
С show/teach/tell + how
show used with an infinitive requires how:

Verb + ing

Gerund

Compound noun former

After a preposition

As subject of a sentence

After certain verbs

As complement of verb

Present 
Participle

To replace a clause 

In continuous tense

After verbs of sensation

After certain verbs

• Writing
• Offering
• Being written
• Being offered
• Having written
• Having offered
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Compound noun former
1. Fruit-picking: the picking of fruit
2. Poetry-reading: the reading of poetry
3. Coal-mining: the mining of coal
4. Surf-riding: the riding of surf
5. Rock-climbing: the climbing of rock

6. A swimming-pool: a pool (used) for swimming
7. Baking-powder: powder (used) for baking
8. A driving-license: a license (used) for driving
9. A sleeping-bag: a bag (used) for sleeping
10. Diving suits: suits (used) for diving

Cf.: a running train: a train that runs (is running)
a crying boy: a boy who cried (was crying)

Gerund as Subject and Complement

Gerund as subject of a sentence
1. Reading French is easier than speaking it.
2. Playing with guns is dangerous.
3. Fishing in this area is forbidden.
4. Working in a factory is no disgrace.
5 Bringing up that subject will only cause trouble5. Bringing up that subject will only cause trouble.
6. Taking a long walk every day is good exercise.

7. His hobby is painting
8. What I don’t like most is waiting

9. He found that parking was difficult

1. He admitted taking the money. Avoid over-eating.
2. Would you consider selling the property?
3. He detests writing letters.
4. She dreads getting old. Do you enjoy teaching?
5. He narrowly escaped being run over.
6. Fancy meeting you!
7. Putting in a new window will involve cutting away part of the roof.
8. He kept complaining. He didn’t want to risk getting wet.
9 If we buy plenty of food now it will save shopping later in the week

Gerund after certain verbs

9. If we buy plenty of food now it will save shopping later in the week.
10. I can't understand his/him leaving his wife.
11. I couldn’t help laughing. It's no good/use arguing.
12. Is there anything here worth buying?
13. He disliked working late. He disliked me/my working late.
14. I object to paying twice for the same thing.
15. I object to his/him making private calls on this phone.
16. He resented being passed over for promotion.
17. He resented my/me being promoted before him.

List of Certain Verbs + Gerund
admit* keep ( = continue) anticipate * loathe
appreciate mean* (= involve) avoid mind ( = object)

consider* miss defer pardon
delay postpone deny* practice
detest prevent dislike propose* (=suggest)

dread recollect* enjoy remember* (= recollect)dread recollect  enjoy remember  (= recollect)

escape resent excuse resist
fancy* (= imagine) risk finish save (sb the trouble of)
forgive stop ( = cease) imagine * suggest*
involve understand*

1. He left without paying his bill.
2. I apologize for not writing before.
3. She insisted on paying for herself.
4. Before signing the contract, read the small print. 
5. There's no point in taking your car if you can't park.
6. What's the point of taking your car if you can't park?
7. Is there any chance/likelihood of his changing his mind?
8. Have you any objection to changing your working hours?

Gerund after a preposition #1

y y j g g y g
9. I am in favor of giving everyone a day off.
10. I am used to working in a noisy room.
11.You will soon get used to typing on electric typewriters.
12.They soon got used to driving on the left.
13.What can you do besides typing?
14. I have no objection to hearing your story again.
15.Touch your toes without bending your knees!
16.He is good at diving. She is fond of climbing.

1. I'm not keen on gambling. I'm too afraid of losing.
2. He was fined for being drunk in charge of a car.
3. I'm against saying anything/I'm for saying nothing.
4. I'm tired of arguing. I'm fed up waiting, (colloquial)
5. This is a tool for opening tins. Do you feel like going out?
6. After swimming I felt cold.
7. She disapproves of jogging.
8. What about leaving it here and collecting it later?

Gerund after preposition #2

g g
9. He is thinking of emigrating.
10. I'm sorry for keeping you waiting.
11.They escaped by sliding down a rope.
12.We had difficulty in finding a parking place.
13.You should be ashamed of yourself for behaving so badly.
14. In spite of starting late he arrived in time.
15.Aren 't you interested in making money?
16.There's no point in waiting
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Present Participle in Continuous Tense
• Affirmative Negative Interrogative
• I was working I was not working Was I working?
• You were working You were not working Were you working?
• He/she/it was working He/she/it was not working Was he/she/it working?
• We were working We were not working Were we working?
• They were working They were not working Were they working?

1. He has been working 7. He is being interrogated
2. He had been working 8. 
3. He will be working
4. He will have been working
5. He would be working
6. He would have been working

Present Participle as Adjective
• The play was boring (The audience was bored.)
• The work was tiring (The workers were soon tired )
• The scene was horrifying. (The spectators were horrified.)
• The trip was exciting. (The participants were excited.)
• The performance was amusing. (The audience was amused.)

• Build sentences using the participles below:
• Interesting interested
• Liberating liberated
• Oppressing oppressed
• Enlightening enlightened
• Relieving relieved
• Amazing amazed

Present Participle after Verbs of Sensation
See, hear, feel, smell, and the verbs listen (to), notice and watch can be 

followed by object + present participle:
I see him passing my house every day.
Didn’t you hear the clock striking?
I felt the car skidding.
She smelt something burning and saw smoke rising.
I t h d th h i th lI watched them rehearsing the play.
The action in the present participle may be either complete or incomplete: I saw 

him changing the wheel could
mean that I watched the whole action or that I saw only part of it.
Cf.
see, hear, feel and sometimes listen (to), notice and watch can
also be followed by object + bare infinitive:
We saw him leave the house.
I heard him make arrangements for his journey.

Present Participle after Certain Verbs
Catch, find, leave + object + present participle
1. I caught them stealing my apples. (I found them doing this.)
2. If she catches you reading her diary, she'll be furious. 
3. I found him standing at the door =
4. I saw him standing/He was standing at the door when I arrived. 
5. He found a tree lying across the road.
6 I left him talking to Bob = He was talking to Bob when I left6. I left him talking to Bob = He was talking to Bob when I left.
Go, come, spend, waste, be busy
1. They are going riding/skiing/sailing.
2. Come dancing. I'm going shopping this afternoon. 
Spend/waste + an expression of time or money + present participle: 
1. He spends two hours (a day) travelling. 
2. He doesn’t spend much time preparing his lessons. 
3. We wasted a whole afternoon trying to repair the car. 
4. He spent a lot of money modernizing the house.

Replacing a Clause
1. He rode away. He whistled as he went. = He rode away whistling. 
2. He holds the rope with one hand and stretches out the other to the boy in the water = 

Holding the rope with one hand, he stretches etc.
3. He opened the drawer and took out a revolver = Opening the drawer he took out a 

revolver. 
4. She raised the trapdoor and pointed to a flight of steps = Raising the trapdoor she 

pointed to a flight of steps. 
5. We take off our shoes and creep cautiously along the passage = Taking off our shoes 

we creep cautiously along the passage. 
Having opened, Having raised, Having taken off, but this is not necessary except 
when the use of the present participle might lead to ambiguity. 

Cf. Eating his dinner he rushed out of the house
Having eaten his dinner he rushed out of the house.

1. С When the second action forms part of the first, or is a result of it, we can express 
the second action by a present participle: She went out, slamming the door. He fired, 
wounding one of the bandits.

2. I fell, striking my head against the door and cutting it. (Here we have three actions, 
the last two expressed by
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As he knew that he wouldn't be able to buy food on his journey he took large supplies with him 
Since he knew that he wouldn't be able to buy food on his journey he took large supplies with him 
Because he knew that he wouldn't be able to buy food on his journey he took large supplies with him 
Knowing that he wouldn't be able to buy food on his journey he took large supplies with him 

As he feared that the police would recognize him he never went out in daylight 
Since he feared that the police would recognize him he never went out in daylight 

Replacing As/Since/Because + S+V

Because he feared that the police would recognize him he never went out in daylight 
Fearing that the police would recognize him he never went out in daylight 

1. Because he was a student, he was naturally interested in museums 
2. Because he was athletic, Tom found the climb quite easy.
3. As he realized that he hadn’t enough money, he decided to sell his laptop.
4. Since she didn’t know what to do, she began to cry.

Cf. As he waited for the bus, a brick fell on his head
Because it was Sunday, the office was closed

1 I was lonely at first,' the old man admitted, 'but after a time I got used (live) 
alone and even got (like) it.'

2 Before trains were invented people used (travel) on horseback or in stage 
coaches. It used (take) a stage coach three days (go) from London to Bath.

3 I meant (buy) an evening paper but I didn't see anyone (sell) them.
4 Tom: I want (catch) the 7 a.m. train tomorrow. Ann: But that means (get) up 

at 6.00; and you're not very good at (get) up early, are you?
5 He accepted the cut in salary without complaint because he was afraid 

(complain). He was afraid of (lose) his job.
6 She remembers part of her childhood quite clearly. She remembers (go) to 

school for the first time and (be) frightened and (put) her finger in her mouth. 
And she remembers her teacher (tell) her (take) it out.

7 Did you remember (lock) the car? ~ No, I didn't. I'd better (go) back and (do) 
it now.

8 No, I didn't move the bomb. I was afraid (touch) it; I was afraid of (be) blown 
to pieces!

9 Next time we go (house-hunt), remember (ask) the agent for clear directions. 
I wasted hours (look) for the last house.

10 Tom: Let's (go) for a swim. Ann: I'm not particularly keen on (swim). What 
about (go) for a drive instead?

11 The hunters expected (be paid) by the foot for the snakes they caught. This 
meant (take) the snakes out of the sack and (measure them. They seemed 
(expect) me (do) it; but I wasn't particularly anxious (be) the first (die) of 
snakebite.

12 After (spend) two days (argue) about where to go for their holiday they 
decided (not go) anywhere.

13 He is talking about (give) up his job and (go) (live) in the country.
14 I was just about (leave) the office when the phone rang. It was my wife; she 

wanted me (call) at the butcher's on my way home.
15 He said, 'I'm terribly sorry to (keep) you (wait).’I said, It doesn't matter at all,' 

but he went on (apologize) for nearly five minutes!
16 The lecturer began by (tell) us where the island was, and went on (talk) 

about its history.

17 My father thinks I am not capable of (earn) my own living, but I mean (show) 
him that he is wrong.

18 Tom: I can't get my car (start) on cold mornings. Jack: Have you tried (fill) 
the radiator with hot water? That sometimes helps.

19 Did he manage (carry) the trunk upstairs? ~No, he didn't. He isn't strong 
enough (move) it, let alone (carry) it upstairs.

20 Jack: Don't forget (take) a hacksaw with you. Ann: What's a hacksaw? And 
why should I (take) one with me? Jack: It's a tool for (cut) metal. You see, 
Tom is bound (get) into trouble for (take) photographs of the wrong thingsTom is bound (get) into trouble for (take) photographs of the wrong things, 
and you'll be arrested with him. With a hacksaw you'll be able (saw) through 
the bars of your cell and (escape).

21 Peter: Wouldn't it be better (ask) Tom (leave) his camera at home? Jack: It 
would be no good (ask) Tom (do) that. It would be like (ask) a woman 
(travel) without a handbag.

22 I've got the loaf; now I'm looking for a breadknife (cut) it with. ~I saw Paul 
(sharpen) a pencil with the breadknife a minute ago.

23 We stopped once (buy) petrol and then we stopped again (ask) someone 
the way.

24 When I caught them (cheat) me, I stopped (buy) petrol there and started 
(deal) with your garage instead.

25 Do you feel like (dine) out or would you rather (have) dinner at home? ~I'd 
like (go) out. I always enjoy (have) dinner in a restaurant.

26 Your hair needs (cut). You'd better (have) it done tomorrow—unless you'd 
like me (have) a go at it for you.( ) g y

27 I tried (convince) him that I was perfectly capable of (manage) on my own, 
but he insisted on (help) me.

28 Jack: I don't mind (travel) by bus, but I hate (stand) in queues. Tom: I don't 
care for (queue) either; and you waste so much time (wait) for buses. I think 
it's better (go) by tube, or taxi.

29 He took to (follow) me about and (criticize) my work till I threatened (hit) him.
30 I have (stay) here; I'm on duty. But you needn't (wait); you're free (go) 

whenever you like.

31 In Animal Farm the old pig urged the animals (rebel) against man but he 
warned them (not adopt) man's habits.

32 There is no point in (arrive) half an hour early. We'd only have (wait). ~ I 
don't mind (wait). It's better (be) too early than too late.

33 I always try (come) in quietly but they always hear me (go) upstairs. It's 
impossible (climb) an old wooden staircase at night without (make) a noise.

34 If you agree (work) for me I'll see about (get) you a work permit.
35 We'd better (start) early. We don't want (risk) (get) caught in a traffic jam.
36 He suggested (call) a meeting and (let) the workers (decide) the matter 

themselves.
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Exercises
1. Paul: Would you like (come) to a lecture on Wagner tonight? Ann: No, 

thanks. I like (listen) to music but I don't like (listen) to people (talk) about it.
2. If you want the milkman (leave) you milk in the morning, remember (put) a 

milk bottle outside your door.
3. They let us (park) motorcycles here but they won't allow us (park) cars.
4. They don't allow (smoke) in the auditorium; they don't want (risk) (set) it on 

fire, but you can (smoke) in the foyer during the interval.
5. Mr. Shaw is very busy (write) his memoirs. He is far too busy (receive) 

callers (he is so busy that he can't receive callers), so you'd better just (go) 
away.

6. What about (buy) double quantities of everything today? That will save 
(shop) again later in the week.

7. The inspector asked (see) my ticket and when I wasn't able (find) it he made 
me (buy) another. ~He probably suspected you of (try) (travel) without one.

9 Would you like me (turn) down the radio a bit? ~No, it's all right. I'm used to 
(work) with the radio on.

10 One of the gang suggested (take) the body out to sea, (drop) it overboard 
and (pretend) that it had been an accident.

11 I want the boy (grow) up hating violence but his father keeps (buy) him guns 
and swords. ~It's almost impossible (prevent) boys (play) soldiers.

12 Would you children mind (keep) quiet for a moment? I'm trying (fill) in a 
form. ~It's no use (ask) children (keep) quiet. They can't help (make) a 
noise.

13 l'm thinking of (go) to Oxford tomorrow on my motorbike. Would you like 
(come)? ~No, thanks. I want (go) Oxford, but I'd rather (go) by train. I loathe 
(travel) by road.

14 Let's (go) (fish) today. There's a nice wind. What about (come) with us, 
Ann? -No, thanks. I'm very willing (cut) sandwiches for you but I've no 
intention of (waste) the afternoon (sit) in a boat (watch) you two (fish).

15 He resented (be) asked (wait). He expected the minister (see) him at once.
16 The police have put up a railing here (prevent) people (rush) out of the 

station and (dash) straight across the road.

17 All day long we saw the trees (toss) in the wind and heard the waves (crash) 
against the rocks.

18 I didn't mean (eat) anything but the cakes looked so good that I couldn't 
resist (try) one.

19 Do you feel like (walk) there or shall we (take) a bus? ~I'd rather (go) by 
bus. Besides, it'll take ages (get) there on foot.

20 All right. When would you like (start)? In a few minutes? ~Oh, let's wait till it 
stops (rain); otherwise we'll get soaked (walk) to the bus station.

21 The old miser spent all his time (count) his money and (think) up new hiding-
places. He kept (move) it about because he was terrified of (be robbed). He 
used (get) up at night sometimes (make) sure it was still there.

22 Jack suggested (let) one flat and (keep) the other for myself. But Tom 
advised me (sell) the whole house.

23 The child used (lean) on the gate (watch) the people (go) to work in the 
mornings and (come) home in the evenings. And he used to hear them 
(shout) greetings to each other and (talk) loudly.

24 He soon got (know) most of them and even managed (learn) the greetings. 
Then they began (greet) him too on their way to work and sometimes would 
stop (talk) to him on their way home.

25 He succeeded in (untie) himself, (climb) out of the window and (crawl) along 
a narrow ledge to the window of the next room.

26 Did you have any trouble (find) the house? ~No, but I had a lot of difficulty 
(get) in. Nobody seemed (know) where the key was.

27 Bill couldn't bear (see) anyone (sit) round idly. Whenever he found me 
(relax) or (read) he would (produce) a job which he said had (be) done at(relax) or (read) he would (produce) a job which, he said, had (be) done at 
once. I wasted a morning (perform) his ridiculous tasks and spent the rest of 
the weekend (keep) out of his way.

28 After (spend) a week in the cottage, he decided that he didn't really enjoy 
(live) in the country and began (think) of an excuse for (sell) the cottage and 
(return) to London.

29 It's no use (argue) with him. You might as well (argue) with a stone wall. He 
is incapable of (see) anyone else's point of view.

30 I'm delighted (hear) that you can come on Saturday. We are all looking 
forward to (see) you. Remember (bring) your rubber boots.

31 He has been charged with (receive) and (sell) stolen goods. He has 
admitted (receive) but denies (sell) them. The fact is that he hasn't had time 
(sell) them yet.

32 He noticed the helicopter (hover) over the field. Then, to his astonishment, 
he saw a rope ladder (be) thrown out and three men (climb) down it. He 
watched them (run) across the field and out through a gate. Later he saw a 
car with four men in it (come) out of the lane (lead) to the field,

33 He admitted that it was possible that the car happened (be passing) and that 
the three men persuaded the driver (give) them a lift; but throught it much 
more likely that they had arranged for the car (pick) them up and that the 
driver had been waiting in the lane for I the helicopter (drop) them.

34 What about (have) a picnic in Piccadilly Circus? ~What an extraordinary 
place (have) a picnic! Fancy (sit) there with the traffic (swirl) round you and 
the pigeons (take) bites out of your sandwiches!

35 Would you mind (write) your address on the back of the cheque and (show) 
us some proof of your identity?

36 Let's (swim) across. ~I'm not really dressed for (swim). What's wrong with 
(go) round by the bridge?

• Noun Phrases as Subjects and Objects of 
Sentences 




